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wasn’t just smoke, it was ash as well. 
There hasn’t been a power plant put-
ting out ash in decades, but when we 
don’t do the proper stewardship of our 
forests, we let them burn. If we allowed 
some of that to be cut into boards for 
houses, it could reduce the cost of 
housing, and the CO2 would be trapped 
forever, not burned up and released 
into the air and blamed on coal. 

I am hoping my colleagues will come 
together today to show our constitu-
ents where we and the world stand on 
the Clean Power Plan. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield back our 
remaining time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall it pass? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and 
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
GARDNER). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 306 Leg.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NAYS—46 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 

Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 

Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Franken 
Gillibrand 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 

Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 

Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Graham Rubio 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 24) 
was passed, as follows: 

S.J. RES. 24 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to ‘‘Car-
bon Pollution Emission Guidelines for Exist-
ing Stationary Sources: Electric Utility Gen-
erating Units’’ (published at 80 Fed. Reg. 
64662 (October 23, 2015)), and such rule shall 
have no force or effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to S.J. Res. 23. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 293, S.J. 

Res. 23, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of a rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Standards of Perform-
ance for Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
New, Modified, and Reconstructed Sta-
tionary Sources: Electric Utility Generating 
Units.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the joint resolution. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 23) providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of a rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Standards of Perform-
ance for Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
New, Modified, and Reconstructed Sta-
tionary Sources: Electric Utility Generating 
Units.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all time is yielded 
back. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall it pass? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and 
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 307 Leg.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NAYS—46 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 

Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Graham Rubio 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 23) 
was passed, as follows: 

S.J. RES. 23 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to 
‘‘Standards of Performance for Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions from New, Modified, and Re-
constructed Stationary Sources: Electric 
Utility Generating Units’’ (published at 80 
Fed. Reg. 64510 (October 23, 2015)), and such 
rule shall have no force or effect. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE J. KATIS 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize and honor George J. 
Katis, an exceptional community lead-
er and businessman in New Hampshire. 

George Katis cares deeply about the 
well-being of children in New Hamp-
shire, and he has an exemplary record 
of advocacy on their behalf, especially 
through his leadership with the Nashua 
Goes Back to School program. This ini-
tiative helps provide free backpacks 
stocked with school supplies to Nash-
ua’s neediest schoolchildren. Since 
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helping found the program in Nashua, 
George also helped start Manchester 
Goes Back to School, which serves 
more than 4,000 Manchester kids and 
their families each year. 

George has generously devoted his 
time and energy to programs that build 
homes for wounded warriors, and he is 
also a strong supporter of athletics in 
our local communities. A baseball con-
noisseur, he has served on the board of 
directors of the Ted Williams Museum 
and Foundation since 2003. George 
started and continues to fund several 
Ted Williams Museum Scholarships, in-
cluding the Johnny Pesky Scholarship, 
the Ben Topkin Scholarship, and the 
Ted Williams Scholarship for deserving 
students. George serves on the Granite 
State Baseball Dinner committee, 
which has raised more than $1.28 mil-
lion since 2007 for several charitable or-
ganizations—including the Children’s 
Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock, the 
Ted Williams Museum, and the Fisher 
Cats Foundation. 

In addition to his dedication to phil-
anthropic efforts, George is a leader in 
New Hampshire’s business community 
and has helped support the region’s 
economy and provide good-paying jobs. 
As a dedicated and engaged citizen, 
George has made tremendous contribu-
tions to our State, and I am pleased to 
recognize his tireless efforts to make a 
positive difference in the lives of chil-
dren in New Hampshire.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VETERANS AT 
ARKANSAS HOSPICE AT CHI ST. 
VINCENT HOSPITAL 

∑ Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I hereby 
recognize the military veterans cur-
rently residing at the Arkansas Hos-
pice at CHI St. Vincent Hospital in Lit-
tle Rock, AR, as well as the caregivers, 
staff, and volunteers at CHI St. Vin-
cent who also served their country in 
uniform, and their families who have 
made their own sacrifices in support of 
our troops. 

These men and women put their lives 
on the line in defense of our freedom 
and our values. They have kept Amer-
ica safe. They have defended our Con-
stitution and our freedom. They have 
saved lives. They have gone abroad and 
waged war not to conquer, loot, and 
pillage, but to liberate and to secure ‘‘a 
just, and a lasting peace’’ with our fel-
low man, in the words of the President 
who commanded over our most awful 
war. 

Our veterans served their country 
with courage, pride, and distinction. 
We owe them a debt of gratitude that 
we can never fully repay. Now, as many 
of the veterans at CHI St. Vincent are 
approaching their final moments of 
life, let us honor them and the cause 
for which they fought.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 341ST MISSILE 
WING 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to the men and 

women of the 341st Missile Wing at 
Malmstrom Air Force Base in Montana 
who proudly defend our Nation by en-
suring safe, secure, and effective nu-
clear forces and combat ready airmen. 
They are the best of the best. 

During the fifth Global Strike Chal-
lenge, the 341st Missile Wing ‘‘brought 
home’’ the coveted Blanchard trophy 
for Best Intercontinental Ballistic Mis-
sile, ICBM, Wing in the Air Force. 

Additionally, the members of the 
wing earned the following awards dur-
ing the competitions: Best Security 
Forces M240 Crew; Best Helicopter 
Search and Rescue Team; Best ICBM 
Missile Handling Team; Best Missile 
Communication Maintenance Team; 
Best Facilities Maintenance Team; 
Best Missile Munitions Team Trophy, 
Blackburn Trophy, Best ICBM Mainte-
nance; Klotz Trophy, Best ICBM and 
Helicopter Operations; Neary Trophy 
Best Emergency War Order Crew; and 
Innovation Trophy. 

The citizens of Montana and this Na-
tion are proud of the great warriors 
stationed in Great Falls at the 341st 
Missile Wing who daily ensure our 
country and our allies are safe from 
nuclear attack.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WASHINGTON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I 
want to congratulate the students, fac-
ulty, and parents of Washington Ele-
mentary School, located in Valley 
City, ND, on being awarded the 2015 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School Award. 

Founded in 1982, the National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Program recognizes 
public and private elementary, middle, 
and high schools where students per-
form at very high levels or where sig-
nificant improvements are being made 
in students’ academic achievement. A 
National Blue Ribbon Schools flag 
overhead has become a mark of excel-
lence in education recognized by every-
one from parents to policymakers in 
thousands of communities. Since the 
program’s founding, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has bestowed this 
coveted award to just over 7,500 of 
America’s best schools. 

Washington Elementary School 
serves nearly 265 students in grades 4 
through 6 and was the only school in 
North Dakota to receive the honor of 
exemplary high-performing school in 
2015. Receiving recognition as a Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School signifies the 
hard work and dedication of the edu-
cators, students, and parents involved, 
and I have no doubt its students are on 
a path to success. At Washington Ele-
mentary, every staff member under-
stands that every student, regardless of 
background, is important and deserv-
ing of the best. To support its students, 
the school provides access to a reading 
program that has been vital in ensur-
ing targeted assistance for those stu-
dents who require additional support. 
Through this program and others, the 
school continues to excel and surpass 
necessary benchmarks. 

As school leadership states, ‘‘The 
success of Washington Elementary can-
not be attributed to one person, pro-
gram, or initiative. Rather it is the 
collective effort of all the outstanding 
people involved—the students, staff, 
parents, and community members who 
continue to strive for excellence each 
and every day.’’ It is through this dedi-
cation that the school provides access 
to a reading pilot program that en-
hances reading and language skills, a 
math and science curriculum supple-
mented by STEM activities, and his-
tory courses that emphasize creativity 
and flexibility in teaching. 

The Valley City Public Schools mis-
sion statement reads, ‘‘Together we are 
building a legacy of excellence, one 
student at a time.’’ This mission em-
bodies all that Washington Elementary 
is working to accomplish by looking at 
the needs of each individual student as 
well as providing a safe and respectful 
learning environment that breeds suc-
cess. I wish the very best to the com-
munity of Valley City and congratula-
tions to all engaged at Washington Ele-
mentary for achieving this high honor. 
Thank you for your commitment to 
our children and leaders of tomorrow.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING MELVIN HANCOCK 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize with tremendous pride the 
life and legacy of a very dear friend and 
an extraordinary West Virginian, Roy 
Melvin Hancock. Melvin was an inspi-
ration to so many because of his deep- 
rooted passion for the city of Beckley. 
It is a privilege to formally recognize 
the impact that Melvin had on south-
ern West Virginia through his dedica-
tion and determination to building a 
stronger community. 

There was truly no one who loved 
Beckley more than Melvin. Throughout 
his life, Melvin had a persistent calling 
to make Raleigh County a better place. 
His love of Beckley even earned him 
the title of ‘‘Mr. Beckley.’’ 

It was through the YMCA of South-
ern West Virginia that Melvin 
launched his lifelong mission of com-
munity improvement. After graduating 
from Woodrow Wilson High School and 
Marshall University, Mel returned to 
Beckley in 1970 and started his remark-
able 25-year career at the YMCA. 

Melvin’s meaningful contributions 
and achievements during his career at 
the YMCA are truly immeasurable. As 
a leader at the YMCA, Melvin wanted 
to make sure that Beckley’s finest resi-
dents were recognized for their inspira-
tional work in the community; there-
fore, he created the Spirit of Beckley 
Award. For the past 29 years, this an-
nual award has been given to those who 
strive to make Beckley a better place. 
This year, Melvin was posthumously 
honored with the award. There is truly 
no one more deserving. 

Because of Melvin’s leadership and 
guidance, there are numerous YMCA 
programs that still exist today. Melvin 
understood that, in order to create a 
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